270      UNDER FOUR ADMINISTRATIONS
ex-President, good-bye, lie said we should meet often and should still work together.
Roosevelt at the age of fifty was once more a private citizen, having been the youngest President in our history. I am sure I speak for my colleagues as well as for myself when I say we felt we were parting not only from our official chief, but from one of our nearest and dearest friends.
We returned in our carriages to the White House where we took buffet lunch with President and Mrs. Taft; then to the stand erected in front of the White House to witness the review.e of a feeling of depression and regret at the sparture of the man who had endeared himself to the 'Untry at large as no President had since the days of ncoln. It was apparent then, as the years have proven, at he had the largest personal following ever attained r any man in this country. By personal following I ean one that is not dependent on office, but persists it of office as well. People were attracted to him because 5 appealed to their idealism. They had faith in him; iey had an affection for him. They believed he would ad them where they ought to go and where, therefore, iey wished to go. It was the fact that the mass of the ;ople throughout the land regarded him with love and Imiration as the embodiment of their ideals of Ameri-Lnism which enabled him to exercise such a tremendous )wer for the welfare of the country and which is des-ned to enshrine his memory among the greatest men in ir history.
